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On June 18th, PROTEC hosted its annual general
meeting, led by CEO Mr. Balan Moodley, Chair of
the Board Anthony Hlungwane, and Deputy Chair
Mike Truelock. This meeting exemplified PROTEC's
commitment to transparency and ethical
leadership. As one of the oldest NPOs in STEM
education, PROTEC takes pride in leading by
example.

The event welcomed board members, partners,
stakeholders, staff, alumni, learners, and
supporters, all eager to be part of this significant
occasion. It was held in a hybrid format, allowing
those who were farther away to join in.

Together, we are not only shaping futures but also
building a stronger South Africa through STEM.
Here's to another year filled with innovation, growth,
and lasting impact! The future of STEM is forged
through collaboration, shared purpose, and a bold
vision.

As we reflected on our past milestones, we also
looked forward with renewed determination to
expand opportunities, enhance partnerships, and
inspire even more young individuals to pursue
careers in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics.
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WELCOME JOE MAVUSO
OPERATIONS GENERAL MANAGER

My journey with PROTEC began in 1989, when | was
appointed as the Founding Manager of the Pretoria
Branch a role | proudly served in until 1993.
Establishing and developing the branch from the
ground up during those formative years was both a
profound privilege and an extraordinary responsibility.

As Branch Manager, | carried overall responsibility for
strategic operations, growth, and governance. My
scope spanned programme planning, rigorous
evaluation, financial management, board reporting,
fundraising, learning material development, and the
recruitment of dedicated tutors and learners. It was a
dynamic, inspiring period that gave me deep insight
into the transformative power of structured
educational support. Witnessing first-hand how
‘ targeted intervention equips young people with the

13 |PROTECH skills, knowledge, and confidence needed to unlock
P ONE their potential left a lasting impact on my professional

P MISSION drive.
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What inspires me to return to PROTEC after all these
years is an enduring commitment to an
organizational mission that remains as urgently
relevant today as it was decades ago. In our rapidly
evolving world, the imperative to strengthen STEM
education, nurture local talent, and build clear,
sustainable pathways to high-impact technical
careers is more critical for South Africa’s youth than
ever before.

' Rejoining PROTEC STEM represents a deeply
meaningful, full-circle moment for me. Returning
allows me to bring decades of expanded professional
experience, executive leadership, and strategic lessons
back to the very institution that helped shape my early
career in educational development.

I am genuinely honored and grateful for the
opportunity to rejoin the PROTEC STEM team. | look
forward to collaborating with our dedicated
colleagues, driving innovative growth, and continuing
to empower the next generation of South African
scientists, engineers, and technological pioneers.
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ARDAGH AND PROTEC LAUNCH NEW SCIENCE
RESOURCE CENTRE
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On May 19, 2026, Ardagh Glass Packaging-South |
Africa, alongside implementing partner PROTEC,
officially opened a new Science Resource Centre
at  Masighakaze Secondary School. This
dedicated facility will serve educators and learners
across 46 schools in the Ekurhuleni North District.

The launch was attended by key dignitaries,
including district education officials, Ardagh’s HR
Executive Simangaliso Mahlangu, and PROTEC
CFO Dr Talifhani Khubana. This marks the third
operational centre established under the Ardagh
for Education programme.

"By giving teachers and learners access to high
quality apparatus, we are creating practical
environments that nurture the next generation of
South African innovators®, said Mahlangu.

Launched in 2024, Ardagh for Education is a 10
year commitment to transform STEM education.
Over the next eight years, the initiative aims to
reach more than 200 schools and 300,000
learners, reflecting Ardagh's  sustainability
purpose: We make packaging for good.
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EMPOWERING YOUNG WOMEN IN STEM AT
ALAFANG SECONDARY SCHOOL

PROTEC in partnership with LEAPCO hosted a two-
day event in Katlehong, uniting young female
learners to inspire them to pursue careers in STEM
fields.

On June 23rd, the event commenced at Eketsang
Secondary, where PROTEC and LEAPCO were warmly
welcomed. In collaboration with LEAPCO, the first
day aimed to empower young women to
confidently embrace innovation and explore the
world of STEM.

Grade 11 and 12 learners participated in insightful
career discussions with guest speakers Segametsi
Songwane, Katekani Shingange, Amogelang
Valerie Nkwe, and Lemogang Maclean. Jeffrey
Masombuka from the Gauteng Department of
Education delivered a motivating address focusing
on empowerment and motivation. Meanwhile, younger students engaged in hands on

<A v . B ~ projects, such as building bridges, creating electric
dough, and assembling batteries. Industry experts
such as SAIW, Jahsiri StartHer Pads, and WIPISA
provided a bridge between classroom theory and
real world application.

These activities demonstrated the practical side of
STEM, making the experience both educational and
exciting. Learners concluded an unforgettable day
with exciting prizes and take home science Kkits,
further fueling their enthusiasm for STEM. The event
was da resounding success, inspiring young women
to imagine the possibilities in the world of science
and technology.
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EMPOWERING YOUNG WOMEN IN STEM AT
EKETSANG SECONDARY SCHOOL
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On the 30th of May, PROTEC together with Leapco An expanded exhibitor expo connected learners
organized an impactful STEM career day at Alafang  with leading organisations, including SAICE, SAIW,
Secondary School for girls in Grades 8, 9, and 10, EWBSA, Wits (WIPISA), TUT, Jahsiri StartHer Pads,
specifically designed to showcase the possibilities and PROTEC. Every participant left with a science kit
within the field. to keep exploring at home.

Highlights of the Day
e Keynote Address: Xolani Mabhija from the
Gauteng Department of Education spoke about
the transformative opportunities available in
STEM.
Special Guest: We had the honor of welcoming
DDG DSI Dr. Muofhe, who shared motivating
messages encouraging young girls to pursue
careers in Science and Technology.
Industry Insight: SAICE CEO Sekadi Phayane-
Shakhane addressed the importance of
inspiring  female learners to  consider
engineering as a viable career path.
LEAP LE
: Learners engaged in hands-on activities: Grade 8s
explored electrical conductivity, Grade 9s
constructed bridges, and Grade 10s built working
batteries. Supported by LEAP and PROTEC, this event
proved that representation matters. By connecting
Katlehong learners with industry professionals who
look like them, the day delivered a clear statement:
young women belong, excel, and will lead in STEM.
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BBM CAREER EXPO

Mantsere (BBM) to participate in a career expo within
the Mantsere community. On June 30th, we were thrilled
to take part in the First Annual Mantsere
Entrepreneurship & Career Expo, a remarkable initiative
aimed at creating genuine opportunities for learners and
young individuals in the area.

Such events serve as a powerful reminder that providing
career guidance and exposure to entrepreneurship at

the grassroots level can significantly alter the course of a
young person's future. We were proud to be present,
engage with the community, and contribute to this
important cause.

A heartfelt thank you to the organizers for the invitation
and for the impactful work you are undertaking. We
eagerly anticipate many more collaborations in the
future.
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PROTEC ADVOCATES FOR TVET & STEM

PATHWAYS AT WORLDSKILLS 2026

PROTEC was represented at the WorldSkills South Africa
Competition, Conference, and Career Festival at the
Inkosi Albert Luthuli ICC in Durban by Board Chairman
Antony Hlungwane and Business Development GM
Munei Tshiovhe.

Speaking on key challenges facing South African
schools, they emphasized the critical need to boost
foundational literacy in high schools to build a
sustainable pipeline for the future workforce. They also
highlighted the importance of establishing direct,
seamless pathways from secondary education into TVET
colleges and targeted skills development programs to
prepare learners for real-world careers.

Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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SHOWCASING THE 'NEXT ENGINEER' PROJECTS

o

PROTEC had the privilege of hosting August
Engelbrecht, Student Recruitment (Engineering) at
Stellenbosch University, for an inspiring session
with our learners. Mr. Engelbrecht addressed various
PROTEC branches and projects, including the
Tongaat Branch, SABINET, and Altron Soweto.

The session provided learners with valuable insights
into engineering as a career, university life, and the
opportunities that lie ahead after their studies. The
questions posed were thought provoking, the
discussions were engaging, and the enthusiasm in
the room mirrored the promising futures being
crafted.
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‘I thoroughly enjoyed interacting with the learners.
They asked excellent questions, and it was clear to
see the positive impact that PROTEC is having on
their lives. The visit was truly worthwhile.”

As Mr. August expressed:

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Mr. August for
investing his time in our learners and helping them
envision their potential. A special thanks also goes
to our dedicated PROTEC STEM team for ensuring
that this meaningful engagement was a success.

At PROTEC, we believe that collaboration among
schools, universities, and organizations creates
pathways that empower young individuals to
transform their potential into purpose. We call
more institutions and TVET to reachout to PROTEC
to inspire and shape the minds of our future
leaders.
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GAUTENG SOWETO GRADE 12 CAMP

From June 29 to July 3, PROTEC hosted a Grade 12
camp at the Krugerdorp Morcester Camp Lodge. This
event marked the thrilling start of the prelim
preparations of the PROTEC Gauteng Grade 12 Winter
Camp from our Altron Soweto Branch, where 34
learners embarked on an intensive week of academic
support and personal development in preparation for
their preliminary examinations.

The camp is thoughtfully designed to provide a final
boost and an opportunity for learners to enhance their
understanding of key subjects while cultivating
confidence for the months ahead. Participants took

part in engaging sessions covering, Mathematics with
Mandisa Bidi, Physical Sciences with Dr. Keith Baloyi,
English with Thembeka Ncube, and World of Work &
Career Guidance with Molepcl Molekoa

-
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Additionally, learners participated in extracurricular
activities during the camp to refresh their minds, as
our focus isn't solely academic. The mental well-being
of learners is crucial for achieving excellent results.

We are dedicated to ensuring that every learner
leaves this camp better prepared, more confident, and
ready to succeed in their preliminary and final
examinations.

GENEROUS TECH DONATION
FROM LEDIBOGO TRUST

We extend our sincere gratitude to The Ledibogo
Trust for their generous donation of laptops and
tablets to four deserving PROTEC scholars! The
recipients include University of Johannesburg
students Charlotte Maholela and Olwami Lwanele,
as well as University of the Witwatersrand
students Owami Mbewa and Qanana Lubabalo.

This impactful contribution provides essential tech
tools, bridging the digital divide and enabling
seamless access to university coursework,
studying, and academic materials.

Thank you, The Ledibogo Trust, for investing in our
youth, supporting their higher education journeys,
and empowering South Africa's future STEM
innovators to succeed!
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PROTEC continues its impactful Grade 12 winter camp
series, helping matriculants master challenging
content ahead of their preliminary exams. From July
10th to 15th, Port Rex Technical School in the Eastern
Cape hosted approximately 100 dedicated learners
from our Engie Sipho Camagu, Altron Dimbaza, and
Dedisa projects.

Designed to boost academic performance and career
readiness, the intensive camp offered expert tutoring
across key subjects: Mathematics, Mathematical
Literacy, Physical Sciences, Accounting, English, and
World of Work (WOW) for career guidance and
university applications.

A special thank you goes to our passionate facilitators:
Bhekumuzi Dotye (Accounting), Noncedo
Mbotshelwa (Physical Sciences), Nomaxeba
Aphelele (Mathematics), and Molepa Molekoa
(Wow). Your dedication, guidance, and hard work
made a profound impact, equipping our learners with
the skills and confidence needed to excel in their
upcoming examinations!

Friday, 18/09/2026

QUEST PRINT DONATED MAGAZINES

Through our ongoing partnership, Quest MAGAZINES
has generously donated a selection of STEM career-
oriented books to our learners!

These magazines explore diverse topics, ranging from
sustainable agriculture to the powerful combination of
African Indigenous Knowledge with modern scientific
research. By highlighting contemporary discoveries
and field transformations, this literature gives learners
a clear look at real-world scientific inquiry and career
possibilities.

On August 15th, these valuable resources were officially
allocated to our Altron Soweto and Sabinet project
branches. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Quest for
their continuous support. We also invite other
organizations to partner with us in donating essential
tools and materials that inspire young minds!
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PROTEC LEARNERS INSPIRED AT HIGH-IMPACT
ALEXFORBES CAREER & BURSARY DAY

On June 23, 187 Grade 11-12 learners from secondary The interactive event successfully connected

schools across Soweto and Diepsloot convened at the secondary school academics with professional

Alexforbes Head Office in Sandton for an empowering corporate environments, equipping learners with

career exposure event. clear and actionable steps for their journeys after
- school.

“This event provided our learners with direct access to
industry leaders and essential bursary information.
Witnessing their confidence flourish as they explored
future STEM opportunities aligns perfectly with
PROTEC's mission,” remarked the implementation
team.

PROTEC would like to express its heartfelt gratitude to
Alexforbes, the Department of Education, and all guest
speakers for their commitment to investing in the next
generation of South African leaders.

= = € - ==

The agenda began with an insightful exploration of
digital innovation as the MathU CEO presented "The
World of AL" This was followed by an inspiring keynote
address from Ricardo Josephs. Learners gained
firsthand insight into corporate pathways during the
Alexforbes career presentation and participated in an
engaging panel discussion featuring PROTEC's
Nomalanga Langa and Noxolo Dwane.

A key highlight for the matric learners was the
comprehensive bursary and work readiness briefing by
Olebogeng Namane, which equipped them with skills
to prepare their CVs and interview for bursary
opportunities. We were also privileged to have Khaya
Makhubela, the Acting Deputy Chief Education
Specialist for Special Projects at the Gauteng
Department of Education, who shared powerful words
of encouragement for matric learners as they prepare
for their preliminary and final exams.
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TONGAAT LEARNERS EXPLORE STEM CAREERS AT
MAIDSTONE MILL
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As part of our July school holiday Work Exposure pROTEC extends a heartfelt thank you to Tongaat
Programme, PROTEC Tongaat Branch learners spent Hulett Sugar South Africa and the entire Maidstone
an insightful day at Maidstone Mill, discovering Mill team for opening their doors and investing in
dynamic career pathways across Engineering, the next generation. Partnerships like this are vital
Accounting, and Information Technology. to building clear, accessible pathways into STEM
careers for young people in our communities.

The day began with a warm welcome from the
Maidstone General Manager, setting an inspiring tone
for the visit. Industry professionals generously hosted -
the learners, sharing their day-to-day work
experiences, career journeys, and essential advice on
navigating university life. These conversations helped
demystify the professional world and ignited fresh
ambition among our young participants.

LLRE
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A standout highlight was the visit to Amanzimyama,
where learners engaged directly with IT professionals
Siya Hlengwa and Nokwanda Vilakazi. They gained
valuable exposure to high-level IT roles and digital
solutions within a corporate environment. To top off
the experience, learners toured the operational mill
under the guidance of Engineers in Training, getting a
firsthand look at real industrial production processes
in action.
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PROTEC AT THE LAUNCH OF SOUTH AFRICA'S FIRST
NATIONAL SCIENCE MONTH

Exhibiting alongside over 100 leading institutions and
science councils, PROTEC proudly reaffirmed its
dedication to empowering young South Africans with
Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) skills. Engaging with
the wider scientific community at VUT served as a
powerful reminder that when youth are provided with
the right tools and platforms, they not only learn
about the future they actively create it!

On July 4, 2026, PROTEC participated in the prestigious e
inauguration of South Africa’'s National Science Month \ R——
at the Vaal University of Technology (VUT) Southern NN 3
Gauteng Science and Technology Park. Organized by
the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation
under the theme "Science, Technology and Innovation
Are for Everyone,” this landmark event gathered
thousands of learners, academics, and industry
representatives to advocate for scientific literacy
nationwide.

At our interactive exhibition stand, PROTEC was
represented by specialists Nontuthuzelo Ngxakaza,
Lucas Ntuli, and Thami Mphokela. A significant
highlight of our presence was the participation of last
year's PROTEC Coding and Robotics Competition
winners. This talented duo captivated the audience as
they showcased their innovative robotics projects to
visiting dignitaries, educators, and peers, illustrating
the remarkable practical skills fostered through our
STEM programs.
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BRIDGING THE GAP: PROTEC STEM & SAICE FLP
INSPIRE FUTURE ENGINEERS

On August 8th, Tuks Civil and the SAICE Future
Leaders Panel (FLP) invited PROTEC STEM to
participate in an impactful initiative introducing

learners in Tswaing Secondary school to the dynamic
world of Civil Engineering.

The event provided a valuable platform for learners to
interact directly with industry professionals, explore
diverse career pathways, and gain essential insights
into the engineering sector. A major highlight of the
day was the active participation of our World of Work
Facilitator Molepa Molekoa, who represented PROTEC
STEM on the expert discussion panel. Our facilitator
shared practical guidance on career readiness,
helping learners bridge the gap between their
ambitions and the critical skills required for the future
workplace.

A 3| PROTEC RN 1 | K
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We extend our sincere appreciation to the organizers
at Tuks Civil and SAICE FLP for creating such a
supportive and educational space for our youth.
Initiatives like this play a vital role in demystifying
technical professions and giving young people the
confidence to pursue high-impact STEM disciplines.
Together with our partners, PROTEC STEM remains
dedicated to opening doors, broadening horizons, and
inspiring South Africa’'s next generation of engineers
and technical innovators.
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ALTRON SHARES BURSARY OPPORTUNITIES WITH

PROTEC LEARNERS

On June 6th, representatives from Altron visited our [
learners and tutors at the Soweto Branch for an
empowering morning focused on IT careers and
tertiary funding.

The day kicked off on a warm and welcoming note as
Altron treated our learners and tutors to hot chocolate
and muffins, creating an inviting atmosphere before
the main session. The Altron team: Amanda Harvey, %%
Saajida Nana, Njabulo Marrengane and Alida
Stegman delivered an engaging presentation
detailing the vast landscape of the technology sector,
while  specifically  unpacking their  bursary
opportunities. This gave our learners practical,
actionable guidance on how to turn their interest in
technology into a solid academic and career plan.

What stood out most throughout the morning was the
vibrant energy in the room. Learners leaned in, asked
sharp questions, and enthusiastically shared what
excites them about STEM ranging from software
coding and cybersecurity to artificial intelligence. The
Altron team met their immense curiosity with total
honesty, practical advice, and genuine §
encouragement.

PROTEC extends a heartfelt thank you to Altron for }
showing up for our learners, demystifying the tech ?
industry, and helping South Africa’s future innovators
envision just how far their ambitions can take them.
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LIL-LETS, PROTEC, AND ADARGH FOR EDUCATION

SUPPORT LEARNERS IN EKURHULENI
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Through our Ardagh for Education programme,
PROTEC recently partnered with Ardagh Glass
Packaging Africa and Lil-Lets to support primary
school girls across Gauteng with essential
menstrual health education and sanitary
products.

During June and July, atleast 600 Grade 4 to 7
learners at Dan Radebe Primary, Mvelaphanda
Primary, and Goede Hoop Primary received
three months’ worth of Lil-Lets sanitary products.
As part of Lil-Lets’ #CycleBreakers platform,
interactive educational sessions and quizzes
equipped young girls with the knowledge and
confidence to manage their periods safely and
comfortably at school.

By addressing period poverty and dismantling
stigma, this holistic partnership ensures that no
girl misses school or falls behind in her STEM
studies due to her period.

We extend our sincere gratitude to Ardagh Glass
Packaging-Africa and Lil-Lets for standing with
PROTEC to protect our learners’ dignity, reduce
absenteeism, and empower South Africa's future
female scientists, engineers, and innovators!
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PROTEC EMPOWERS EDUCATORS AT
BRAKPAN TEACHER WORKSHOPS

PROTEC recently hosted impactful Teacher
Workshops at Dalpark Secondary School on July
25th and August Ist. The sessions brought together
163 dedicated educators from 30 primary schools
and 13 high schools.

The comprehensive training covered Mathematics
and World of Work (Grades 4-12), English (Grades
4-6), Natural Sciences (Grades 7-9), Physical
Sciences (Grades 10-12), and Coding & Robotics
(Grades 4-9). By equipping teachers with modern
pedagogical strategies and practical classroom
tools, PROTEC continues to strengthen foundational
teaching and drive STEM excellence across South
African schools.
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PROTEC STEM INSPIRES LEARNERS AT PHIRIPHIRI
CAREER EXPO

On August 7, 2026, PROTEC STEM participated in the
Phiriphiri Educational Foundation Annual Career Expo,
held at Phiriphiri Secondary School in Fondwe Village,
Limpopo. The event brought together learners from 12
schools across the Nzhelele Valley, connecting rural
youth with universities, TVET colleges, research councils,
and leading private sector companies.

Hosted by Dr Muofhe the DSI Deputy Director General
and PROTEC Brand Ambassador , the expo aimed to
bridge the gap between rural education and future
career pathways, empowering young minds to build
fulfilling futures in science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics.
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Our interactive exhibition stand was a major highlight
of the day. Daniel Phukhubye subject specialist
brought the excitement of practical science to life
through captivating, hands-on  demonstrations.
Learners eagerly engaged with live experiments, tested
their knowledge on key scientific concepts, and won
exciting prizes for answering questions correctly. This
immersive experience demystified complex concepts
and ignited a genuine curiosity for STEM disciplines
among the attending students.

We extend our sincere gratitude to the Phiriphiri
Educational Foundation for inviting PROTEC STEM to be
part of this transformative initiative. Expos like this are
vital for broadening horizons and showing rural
learners that their geographic location does not limit
their potential. Together with our partners, we remain
committed to nurturing local talent, providing
practical STEM exposure, and equipping South Africa’s
youth with the tools needed to succeed in an

increasingly technological world.
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PROTEC CLOSING THE NATIONAL SCIENCE MONTH

On July 3iIst, PROTEC STEM celebrated a major
milestone with the official relaunch of the PROTEC INK
Science Laboratory at the Altech Multimedia Centre
in INK, KwaZulu-Natal. The event served as an
unforgettable conclusion to Science Month, marking
not just the opening of an upgraded facility, but a
bright investment in the future of local youth.

This modernized laboratory is built to ignite curiosity
and foster confidence, enabling thousands of learners
to experience STEM through interactive, hands-on
discovery.

We extend our sincere appreciation to Spring Light Gas
(SLe) for their generous contribution of high-quality
laboratory equipment, scientific apparatus, and
essential chemicals that turned this vision into a reality.
We were also privileged to host Dr. Moufhe, Deputy
Director-General at the Department of Science,
Technology and Innovation (DSI) and PROTEC Brand
Ambassador, who inspired attending learners to
leverage these facilities toward impactful STEM
careers.

Thank you to our dedicated corporate partners,
government officials, school leaders, and community
members who attended. Your ongoing commitment
ensures that our learners are equipped with the skills
and confidence to lead South Africa’s scientific future.
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TONGAAT LEARNERS EXPLORE STEM CAREERS AT
MAIDSTONE MILL

TONGAAT MATRICS BOOST

RESULTS WITH STER-KINEKOR
REVISION SESSIONS

Our PROTEC Tongaat KZN Matric learners are
actively participating in the nationwide Revision
Programme sponsored by EduCate. Held every
Sunday at local Ster-Kinekor and Nu Metro
cinemas, this impactful initiative transforms
movie theaters into interactive learning spaces.
The upcoming weekend marks the 3rd session in
a comprehensive 16 week series, which features 8
Sundays dedicated strictly to Mathematics and 8
Sundays focused on Physical Sciences.

We commend our dedicated Grade 12s for taking
full advantage of this valuable weekend support
as they sharpen their STEM skills and prepare
thoroughly for their final matric examinations!
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KZN LEARNERS AT ESKOM
EXPO

We are immensely proud of our bright learners who
represented PROTEC at the KZN Central Regional
Science Fair 2026, hosted by the University of
KwazZulu-Natal (UKZN) at the Edgewood Campus!

Presented in strategic partnership with FFS Refiners
and supported by Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd, this
prestigious fair created an invaluable stage for young
researchers. Our learners gained hands-on
experience by presenting their original STEM projects,
engaging with industry judges, and exchanging ideas
with fellow young scientists from across the region.
Exhibitions like these are vital fo building technical
confidence and showing youth how scientific inquiry
translates into real-world solutions.

We extend our sincere appreciation to UKZN, FFS
Refiners, and Eskom for their continued investment in
nurturing local talent and empowering South Africa’s
next generation of scientists, engineers, and
innovators!
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ALUMNA NOMPUMELELO LEADS UJ CONSTRUCTION
STUDENT FORUM VISIT TO SOWETO

On August 15th, we were delighted to host the UJ
Construction Student Forum as part of their high
school outreach and University of Johannesburg
Community Engagement initiative.

Our learners gained valuable insights into careers
across the built environment, including Quantity
Surveying, Construction Management, Project
Management, and Real Estate, alongside clear
guidance on BSc in Construction admission

requirements. s i LARE b=

HANDS-ON SCIENCE AT INTSHISEKELO:

A special highlight was having Nompumelelo
Mazibuko chairperson of the UJ Engineering Society NEW LAB SPARKS STEM DISCOVERY
and a proud PROTEC alumni return to inspire the next

generation by unpacking Quantity Surveying! Our learners recently participated in an exciting
S practical session in our newly refurbished science lab

at Intshisekelo! Moving beyond textbooks, students put
classroom theory into action by setting up
experiments, collecting data, and analyzing real-world
results. Learners also completed essential safety
briefings, mastering proper equipment handling and
laboratory protocols.

A special thank you to Lucas Ntuli for his meticulous
preparation testing apparatus beforehand and
ensuring a seamless experience. At PROTEC STEM, we
believe functional spaces inspire true scientific inquiry,
empowering our future leaders to experiment, question,
and excel!
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	PROTEC PULSE
	PROTEC 2025/6 AGM
	On June 18th, PROTEC hosted its annual general meeting, led by CEO Mr. Balan Moodley, Chair of the Board Anthony Hlungwane, and Deputy Chair Mike Truelock. This meeting exemplified PROTEC’s commitment to transparency and ethical leadership. As one of the oldest NPOs in STEM education, PROTEC takes pride in leading by example.
	The event welcomed board members, partners, stakeholders, staff, alumni, learners, and supporters, all eager to be part of this significant occasion. It was held in a hybrid format, allowing those who were farther away to join in.
	Together, we are not only shaping futures but also building a stronger South Africa through STEM. Here’s to another year filled with innovation, growth, and lasting impact! The future of STEM is forged through collaboration, shared purpose, and a bold vision.
	As we reflected on our past milestones, we also looked forward with renewed determination to expand opportunities, enhance partnerships, and inspire even more young individuals to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.


	Friday, 18/09/2026

	WELCOME JOE MAVUSO
	OPERATIONS GENERAL MANAGER
	My journey with PROTEC began in 1989, when I was appointed as the Founding Manager of the Pretoria Branch a role I proudly served in until 1993. Establishing and developing the branch from the ground up during those formative years was both a profound privilege and an extraordinary responsibility.
	As Branch Manager, I carried overall responsibility for strategic operations, growth, and governance. My scope spanned programme planning, rigorous evaluation, financial management, board reporting, fundraising, learning material development, and the recruitment of dedicated tutors and learners. It was a dynamic, inspiring period that gave me deep insight into the transformative power of structured educational support. Witnessing first-hand how targeted intervention equips young people with the skills, knowledge, and confidence needed to unlock their potential left a lasting impact on my professional drive.
	What inspires me to return to PROTEC after all these years is an enduring commitment to an organizational mission that remains as urgently relevant today as it was decades ago. In our rapidly evolving world, the imperative to strengthen STEM education, nurture local talent, and build clear, sustainable pathways to high-impact technical careers is more critical for South Africa’s youth than ever before.
	Rejoining PROTEC STEM represents a deeply meaningful, full-circle moment for me. Returning allows me to bring decades of expanded professional experience, executive leadership, and strategic lessons back to the very institution that helped shape my early career in educational development.
	I am genuinely honored and grateful for the opportunity to rejoin the PROTEC STEM team. I look forward to collaborating with our dedicated colleagues, driving innovative growth, and continuing to empower the next generation of South African scientists, engineers, and technological pioneers.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	ARDAGH AND PROTEC LAUNCH NEW SCIENCE RESOURCE CENTRE
	On May 19, 2026, Ardagh Glass Packaging-South Africa, alongside implementing partner PROTEC, officially opened a new Science Resource Centre at Masiqhakaze Secondary School. This dedicated facility will serve educators and learners across 46 schools in the Ekurhuleni North District.
	The launch was attended by key dignitaries, including district education officials, Ardagh’s HR Executive Simangaliso Mahlangu, and PROTEC CFO Dr Talifhani Khubana. This marks the third operational centre established under the Ardagh for Education programme.
	"By giving teachers and learners access to high quality apparatus, we are creating practical environments that nurture the next generation of South African innovators", said Mahlangu.
	Launched in 2024, Ardagh for Education is a 10 year commitment to transform STEM education. Over the next eight years, the initiative aims to reach more than 200 schools and 300,000 learners, reflecting Ardagh's sustainability purpose: We make packaging for good.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	EMPOWERING YOUNG WOMEN IN STEM AT ALAFANG SECONDARY SCHOOL
	PROTEC in partnership with LEAPCO hosted a two-day event in Katlehong, uniting young female learners to inspire them to pursue careers in STEM fields.
	On June 23rd, the event commenced at Eketsang Secondary, where PROTEC and LEAPCO were warmly welcomed. In collaboration with LEAPCO, the first day aimed to empower young women to confidently embrace innovation and explore the world of STEM.
	Grade 11 and 12 learners participated in insightful career discussions with guest speakers Segametsi Songwane, Katekani Shingange, Amogelang Valerie Nkwe, and Lemogang Maclean. Jeffrey Masombuka from the Gauteng Department of Education delivered a motivating address focusing on empowerment and motivation.
	Meanwhile, younger students engaged in hands on projects, such as building bridges, creating electric dough, and assembling batteries. Industry experts such as SAIW, Jahsiri StartHer Pads, and WIPISA provided a bridge between classroom theory and real world application.
	These activities demonstrated the practical side of STEM, making the experience both educational and exciting. Learners concluded an unforgettable day with exciting prizes and take home science kits, further fueling their enthusiasm for STEM. The event was a resounding success, inspiring young women to imagine the possibilities in the world of science and technology.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	SHOWCASING THE 'NEXT ENGINEER' PROJECTS
	PROTEC had the privilege of hosting August Engelbrecht, Student Recruitment (Engineering) at Stellenbosch University, for an inspiring session with our learners. Mr. Engelbrecht addressed various PROTEC branches and projects, including the Tongaat Branch, SABINET, and Altron Soweto.
	The session provided learners with valuable insights into engineering as a career, university life, and the opportunities that lie ahead after their studies. The questions posed were thought provoking, the discussions were engaging, and the enthusiasm in the room mirrored the promising futures being crafted.
	As Mr. August expressed:
	"I thoroughly enjoyed interacting with the learners. They asked excellent questions, and it was clear to see the positive impact that PROTEC is having on their lives. The visit was truly worthwhile."
	We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Mr. August for investing his time in our learners and helping them envision their potential. A special thanks also goes to our dedicated PROTEC STEM team for ensuring that this meaningful engagement was a success.
	At PROTEC, we believe that collaboration among schools, universities, and organizations creates pathways that empower young individuals to transform their potential into purpose. We call more institutions and TVET to reachout to PROTEC to inspire and shape the minds of our future leaders.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	GAUTENG SOWETO GRADE 12 CAMP
	From June 29 to July 3, PROTEC hosted a Grade 12 camp at the Krugerdorp Morcester Camp Lodge. This event marked the thrilling start of the prelim preparations of the PROTEC Gauteng Grade 12 Winter Camp from our Altron Soweto Branch, where 34 learners embarked on an intensive week of academic support and personal development in preparation for their preliminary examinations.
	The camp is thoughtfully designed to provide a final boost and an opportunity for learners to enhance their understanding of key subjects while cultivating confidence for the months ahead. Participants took part in engaging sessions covering, Mathematics with Mandisa Bidi, Physical Sciences with Dr. Keith Baloyi, English with Thembeka Ncube,  and World of Work & Career Guidance with Molepa Molekoa
	Additionally, learners participated in extracurricular activities during the camp to refresh their minds, as our focus isn't solely academic. The mental well-being of learners is crucial for achieving excellent results.
	We are dedicated to ensuring that every learner leaves this camp better prepared, more confident, and ready to succeed in their preliminary and final examinations.
	GENEROUS TECH DONATION FROM LEDIBOGO TRUST
	We extend our sincere gratitude to The Ledibogo Trust for their generous donation of laptops and tablets to four deserving PROTEC scholars! The recipients include University of Johannesburg students Charlotte Maholela and Olwami Lwanele, as well as University of the Witwatersrand students Owami Mbewa and Qanana Lubabalo.
	This impactful contribution provides essential tech tools, bridging the digital divide and enabling seamless access to university coursework, studying, and academic materials.
	Thank you, The Ledibogo Trust, for investing in our youth, supporting their higher education journeys, and empowering South Africa's future STEM innovators to succeed!
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	EASTERN CAPE GRADE 12 CAMP
	QUEST PRINT DONATED MAGAZINES
	Through our ongoing partnership, Quest MAGAZINES has generously donated a selection of STEM career-oriented books to our learners!
	These magazines explore diverse topics, ranging from sustainable agriculture to the powerful combination of African Indigenous Knowledge with modern scientific research. By highlighting contemporary discoveries and field transformations, this literature gives learners a clear look at real-world scientific inquiry and career possibilities.
	On August 15th, these valuable resources were officially allocated to our Altron Soweto and Sabinet project branches. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Quest for their continuous support. We also invite other organizations to partner with us in donating essential tools and materials that inspire young minds!
	PROTEC continues its impactful Grade 12 winter camp series, helping matriculants master challenging content ahead of their preliminary exams. From July 10th to 15th, Port Rex Technical School in the Eastern Cape hosted approximately 100 dedicated learners from our Engie Sipho Camagu, Altron Dimbaza, and Dedisa projects.
	Designed to boost academic performance and career readiness, the intensive camp offered expert tutoring across key subjects: Mathematics, Mathematical Literacy, Physical Sciences, Accounting, English, and World of Work (WOW) for career guidance and university applications.
	A special thank you goes to our passionate facilitators: Bhekumuzi Dotye (Accounting), Noncedo Mbotshelwa (Physical Sciences), Nomaxeba Aphelele (Mathematics), and Molepa Molekoa (WOW). Your dedication, guidance, and hard work made a profound impact, equipping our learners with the skills and confidence needed to excel in their upcoming examinations!
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	PROTEC LEARNERS INSPIRED AT HIGH-IMPACT ALEXFORBES CAREER & BURSARY DAY
	On June 23, 187 Grade 11–12 learners from secondary schools across Soweto and Diepsloot convened at the Alexforbes Head Office in Sandton for an empowering career exposure event.
	The agenda began with an insightful exploration of digital innovation as the MathU CEO presented "The World of AI." This was followed by an inspiring keynote address from Ricardo Josephs. Learners gained firsthand insight into corporate pathways during the Alexforbes career presentation and participated in an engaging panel discussion featuring PROTEC’s Nomalanga Langa and Noxolo Dwane.
	A key highlight for the matric learners was the comprehensive bursary and work readiness briefing by Olebogeng Namane, which equipped them with skills to prepare their CVs and interview for bursary opportunities. We were also privileged to have Khaya Makhubela, the Acting Deputy Chief Education Specialist for Special Projects at the Gauteng Department of Education, who shared powerful words of encouragement for matric learners as they prepare for their preliminary and final exams.
	The interactive event successfully connected secondary school academics with professional corporate environments, equipping learners with clear and actionable steps for their journeys after school.

	“This event provided our learners with direct access to industry leaders and essential bursary information. Witnessing their confidence flourish as they explored future STEM opportunities aligns perfectly with PROTEC's mission,” remarked the implementation team.
	PROTEC would like to express its heartfelt gratitude to Alexforbes, the Department of Education, and all guest speakers for their commitment to investing in the next generation of South African leaders.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	TONGAAT LEARNERS EXPLORE STEM CAREERS AT MAIDSTONE MILL
	As part of our July school holiday Work Exposure Programme, PROTEC Tongaat Branch learners spent an insightful day at Maidstone Mill, discovering dynamic career pathways across Engineering, Accounting, and Information Technology.
	The day began with a warm welcome from the Maidstone General Manager, setting an inspiring tone for the visit. Industry professionals generously hosted the learners, sharing their day-to-day work experiences, career journeys, and essential advice on navigating university life. These conversations helped demystify the professional world and ignited fresh ambition among our young participants.
	A standout highlight was the visit to Amanzimyama, where learners engaged directly with IT professionals Siya Hlengwa and Nokwanda Vilakazi. They gained valuable exposure to high-level IT roles and digital solutions within a corporate environment. To top off the experience, learners toured the operational mill under the guidance of Engineers in Training, getting a firsthand look at real industrial production processes in action.
	PROTEC extends a heartfelt thank you to Tongaat Hulett Sugar South Africa and the entire Maidstone Mill team for opening their doors and investing in the next generation. Partnerships like this are vital to building clear, accessible pathways into STEM careers for young people in our communities.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	PROTEC AT THE LAUNCH OF SOUTH AFRICA'S FIRST NATIONAL SCIENCE MONTH
	Exhibiting alongside over 100 leading institutions and science councils, PROTEC proudly reaffirmed its dedication to empowering young South Africans with Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) skills. Engaging with the wider scientific community at VUT served as a powerful reminder that when youth are provided with the right tools and platforms, they not only learn about the future they actively create it!
	On July 4, 2026, PROTEC participated in the prestigious inauguration of South Africa's National Science Month at the Vaal University of Technology (VUT) Southern Gauteng Science and Technology Park. Organized by the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation under the theme "Science, Technology and Innovation Are for Everyone," this landmark event gathered thousands of learners, academics, and industry representatives to advocate for scientific literacy nationwide.
	At our interactive exhibition stand, PROTEC was represented by specialists Nontuthuzelo Ngxakaza, Lucas Ntuli, and Thami Mphokela. A significant highlight of our presence was the participation of last year’s PROTEC Coding and Robotics Competition winners. This talented duo captivated the audience as they showcased their innovative robotics projects to visiting dignitaries, educators, and peers, illustrating the remarkable practical skills fostered through our STEM programs.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	BRIDGING THE GAP: PROTEC STEM & SAICE FLP INSPIRE FUTURE ENGINEERS
	On August 8th, Tuks Civil and the SAICE Future Leaders Panel (FLP) invited PROTEC STEM to participate in an impactful initiative introducing learners in Tswaing Secondary school to the dynamic world of Civil Engineering.
	The event provided a valuable platform for learners to interact directly with industry professionals, explore diverse career pathways, and gain essential insights into the engineering sector. A major highlight of the day was the active participation of our World of Work Facilitator Molepa Molekoa, who represented PROTEC STEM on the expert discussion panel. Our facilitator shared practical guidance on career readiness, helping learners bridge the gap between their ambitions and the critical skills required for the future workplace.
	We extend our sincere appreciation to the organizers at Tuks Civil and SAICE FLP for creating such a supportive and educational space for our youth. Initiatives like this play a vital role in demystifying technical professions and giving young people the confidence to pursue high-impact STEM disciplines. Together with our partners, PROTEC STEM remains dedicated to opening doors, broadening horizons, and inspiring South Africa's next generation of engineers and technical innovators.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	ALTRON SHARES BURSARY OPPORTUNITIES WITH PROTEC LEARNERS
	On June 6th, representatives from Altron visited our learners and tutors at the Soweto Branch for an empowering morning focused on IT careers and tertiary funding.
	The day kicked off on a warm and welcoming note as Altron treated our learners and tutors to hot chocolate and muffins, creating an inviting atmosphere before the main session. The Altron team: Amanda Harvey, Saajida Nana, Njabulo Marrengane and Alida Stegman delivered an engaging presentation detailing the vast landscape of the technology sector, while specifically unpacking their bursary opportunities. This gave our learners practical, actionable guidance on how to turn their interest in technology into a solid academic and career plan.
	What stood out most throughout the morning was the vibrant energy in the room. Learners leaned in, asked sharp questions, and enthusiastically shared what excites them about STEM ranging from software coding and cybersecurity to artificial intelligence. The Altron team met their immense curiosity with total honesty, practical advice, and genuine encouragement.
	PROTEC extends a heartfelt thank you to Altron for showing up for our learners, demystifying the tech industry, and helping South Africa’s future innovators envision just how far their ambitions can take them.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.


	Friday, 18/09/2026

	PROTEC STEM INSPIRES LEARNERS AT PHIRIPHIRI CAREER EXPO
	On August 7, 2026, PROTEC STEM participated in the Phiriphiri Educational Foundation Annual Career Expo, held at Phiriphiri Secondary School in Fondwe Village, Limpopo. The event brought together learners from 12 schools across the Nzhelele Valley, connecting rural youth with universities, TVET colleges, research councils, and leading private sector companies.
	Hosted by Dr Muofhe the DSI Deputy Director General  and PROTEC Brand Ambassador , the expo aimed to bridge the gap between rural education and future career pathways, empowering young minds to build fulfilling futures in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.
	Our interactive exhibition stand was a major highlight of the day. Daniel Phukhubye subject specialist brought the excitement of practical science to life through captivating, hands-on demonstrations. Learners eagerly engaged with live experiments, tested their knowledge on key scientific concepts, and won exciting prizes for answering questions correctly. This immersive experience demystified complex concepts and ignited a genuine curiosity for STEM disciplines among the attending students.
	We extend our sincere gratitude to the Phiriphiri Educational Foundation for inviting PROTEC STEM to be part of this transformative initiative. Expos like this are vital for broadening horizons and showing rural learners that their geographic location does not limit their potential. Together with our partners, we remain committed to nurturing local talent, providing practical STEM exposure, and equipping South Africa's youth with the tools needed to succeed in an increasingly technological world.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	PROTEC CLOSING THE NATIONAL SCIENCE MONTH
	On July 31st, PROTEC STEM celebrated a major milestone with the official relaunch of the PROTEC INK Science Laboratory at the Altech Multimedia Centre in INK, KwaZulu-Natal. The event served as an unforgettable conclusion to Science Month, marking not just the opening of an upgraded facility, but a bright investment in the future of local youth.
	This modernized laboratory is built to ignite curiosity and foster confidence, enabling thousands of learners to experience STEM through interactive, hands-on discovery.
	We extend our sincere appreciation to Spring Light Gas (SLG) for their generous contribution of high-quality laboratory equipment, scientific apparatus, and essential chemicals that turned this vision into a reality. We were also privileged to host Dr. Moufhe, Deputy Director-General at the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation (DSI) and PROTEC Brand Ambassador, who inspired attending learners to leverage these facilities toward impactful STEM careers.
	Thank you to our dedicated corporate partners, government officials, school leaders, and community members who attended. Your ongoing commitment ensures that our learners are equipped with the skills and confidence to lead South Africa’s scientific future.
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	TONGAAT LEARNERS EXPLORE STEM CAREERS AT MAIDSTONE MILL
	TONGAAT MATRICS BOOST RESULTS WITH STER-KINEKOR REVISION SESSIONS
	Our PROTEC Tongaat KZN Matric learners are actively participating in the nationwide Revision Programme sponsored by EduCate. Held every Sunday at local Ster-Kinekor and Nu Metro cinemas, this impactful initiative transforms movie theaters into interactive learning spaces. The upcoming weekend marks the 3rd session in a comprehensive 16 week series, which features 8 Sundays dedicated strictly to Mathematics and 8 Sundays focused on Physical Sciences.
	We commend our dedicated Grade 12s for taking full advantage of this valuable weekend support as they sharpen their STEM skills and prepare thoroughly for their final matric examinations!


	KZN LEARNERS AT ESKOM EXPO
	We are immensely proud of our bright learners who represented PROTEC at the KZN Central Regional Science Fair 2026, hosted by the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN) at the Edgewood Campus!
	Presented in strategic partnership with FFS Refiners and supported by Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd, this prestigious fair created an invaluable stage for young researchers. Our learners gained hands-on experience by presenting their original STEM projects, engaging with industry judges, and exchanging ideas with fellow young scientists from across the region. Exhibitions like these are vital fo building technical confidence and showing youth how scientific inquiry translates into real-world solutions.
	We extend our sincere appreciation to UKZN, FFS Refiners, and Eskom for their continued investment in nurturing local talent and empowering South Africa’s next generation of scientists, engineers, and innovators!
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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	ALUMNA NOMPUMELELO LEADS UJ CONSTRUCTION STUDENT FORUM VISIT TO SOWETO
	On August 15th, we were delighted to host the UJ Construction Student Forum as part of their high school outreach and University of Johannesburg Community Engagement initiative.
	Our learners gained valuable insights into careers across the built environment, including Quantity Surveying, Construction Management, Project Management, and Real Estate, alongside clear guidance on BSc in Construction admission requirements.
	A special highlight was having Nompumelelo Mazibuko chairperson of the UJ Engineering Society and a proud PROTEC alumni return to inspire the next generation by unpacking Quantity Surveying!
	HANDS-ON SCIENCE AT INTSHISEKELO: NEW LAB SPARKS STEM DISCOVERY
	Our learners recently participated in an exciting practical session in our newly refurbished science lab at Intshisekelo! Moving beyond textbooks, students put classroom theory into action by setting up experiments, collecting data, and analyzing real-world results. Learners also completed essential safety briefings, mastering proper equipment handling and laboratory protocols.
	A special thank you to Lucas Ntuli for his meticulous preparation testing apparatus beforehand and ensuring a seamless experience. At PROTEC STEM, we believe functional spaces inspire true scientific inquiry, empowering our future leaders to experiment, question, and excel!
	Fuelling the Future of STEM. One Connection at a Time.
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